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Spokane Authors and Self-Publishers 
(SASP), now known as Spokane Authors, began in 
1998 when Chuck O’Conner, Elmer Freeman, Joe 
Meiners, and Dan Vollmer, Spokane area authors, 
formed a club to share knowledge and experience with 
those interested in writing and alternative publishing.  
Today, Spokane Authors is an organization dedicated to 
anyone interested in any aspect of writing and art.  
Members include aspiring (and successful) authors, 
poets,  writing instructors, and many others.  Monthly 
meetings provide inspiration and education by way of 
knowledgeable and entertaining guest speakers, and the 
cheerful camaraderie of people sharing common 
interests and goals.  Membership is open to all who love 
writing, art, and interesting people. 
 

 Spokane Authors meets the second Friday of 
each month at the Sans Souci West Club House, 3231 
W. Boone Ave., Spokane.    
 The meeting room opens at 1:30 pm.  
Presentations and discussions begin at 2:00 pm.    
 Spokane Authors also meets the third 
Wednesday of each month, at the Sans Souci West 
Club House, 3231 W. Boone Ave.  
 The meeting room  opens at 5:30 pm. 
 Presentations and discussions begin at 6:00 pm. 
 We set up a collection jar for those who wish to 
help reimburse whoever might bring refreshments.   

  
 Membership benefits include listing on the 
Spokane Authors website, www.spokaneauthors.org.  
Many members provide short biographies and links to 
external personal websites, creating more marketing 
exposure.  Current members may list and describe their 
published works on the Spokane Authors website and 
offer their work for sale at meetings. 

Visit the “members” page on our website to 
connect with members’ webpages. Our “links” page 
connects to interesting on-line locations. 
 
 Guest speakers inform, inspire, and entertain 
with a variety of topics designed to provide knowledge 
about writing and publishing. 
  
 Spokane Authors members are encouraged to 
purchase or trade completed works with fellow 
members.  They are also encouraged to donate copies 
of their work as door prizes.  Winners of other members’ 
work are expected to provide a review. 
 
Note: Your name tag is yours to keep and maintain.  We 
provide space to display your books, but you must bring 
them to each meeting. 
 

Submissions Due: 
January 25th for the February 

2026 issue. 
 
 

2026 Officers: 

 
President:             Carl Northup (Nathaniel Bennett) 
(509) 445-0166                   ikneadedthat53@yahoo.com 
(509) 671-3949     
 
Vice-President:  Sue Eller     
(509) 499-2012                 sue@emilytracemysteries.com          
 
Secretary:  OPEN 
 
Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, and Web Master:     
   Dave McChesney         
(509) 325-2072                             daveeva@comcast.net    
(509) 768-6178            d.andrew.mcchesney@gmail.com 
 
Public Relations:    Guy Twins 
509) 869-6624                                 guytwins@gmail.com 
 
Equipment Manager: Bob Hildahl 

mr.inky@yahoo.com 
 

Advisory Board: 
 
Member:                Caryl Briscoe-Michas 
(509) 328-0206                           ennalyrac@hotmail.com 
 
Member:    Mary De Bord 
(509) 999-4797                    violetpetalsbook@gmail.com 
 
Member:  Debby Putman 
(805) 340-8859                         debbyputman@msm.com 

               
“Like” the Spokane Authors Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/pages/Spokane-Authors-Self-
Publishers/1640079982945679 
 
“Join” the Spokane Authors Facebook Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1646364128981815/ 
 
“Follow” us on “X”: https://twitter.com/AndAuthors   
 
Contact us at: spokaneauthors@gmail.com 

 
Videos of many of our presentations are available at: 

https://www.youtube.com/@spokaneauthorsforyou  
Links for newer videos are in the Vice-President’s 
message and in accounts of our most recent 
meetings 
 
 
 
On the cover:  New Spokane Authors Member Gail 
Bergan recently published her Memoir, Art and 
Artifice.  She also has an entry in Journey Into 
Time, an Anthology from the Houston Writers 
Guild. 
 
 
 

http://www.spokaneauthors.org/
mailto:daveeva@comcast.net
mailto:guytwins@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokane-Authors-Self-Publishers/1640079982945679
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokane-Authors-Self-Publishers/1640079982945679
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1646364128981815/
https://twitter.com/AndAuthors
mailto:spokaneauthors@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@spokaneauthorsforyou
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OUR JANUARY MEETINGS! 
 

We will meet at 2:00 pm. on Friday, 
January 9, 2026, at the San Souci West Club 
House, 3231 W. Boone Ave., Spokane, WA.  
The meeting room will be open at 1:30 pm.  
Sue Eller will speak about using formatting 
your book for printing, using Microsoft 
Word.  
 We will at 6:00 pm. on Wednesday 
January 21, 2026 at the Sans Souci West 
club house at 3231 W. Boone Ave., 
Spokane, WA.  The meeting room will be 
open at 5:30 pm.  We will compile a list of 
topics to be to covered in this more 
focused and detailed meeting. 

(The gate closes at 6:00 pm, so plan 
to arrive before that.  The gate will open 
automatically for you to leave.) 

 
FROM THE PREZ 

 
Yay! It's 2026. A brand 

new year to do with what we 
want. And I want to do a lot! 

I know better than to 
make any resolutions, but I do 
like to set goals. Resolutions, it 
has been said, are meant to be 
broken and a large percentage 
are. But if I set a goal, it's 
something I can work toward, 
and I won't fail because 
eventually I will reach it. 

My first goal for 2026 is to finish “The 
Haggenville Chronicles.” My second goal is to 
get my minibike street legal and up to 60 mph:) 
For those of you who are wondering, yes, I am 
14 years old. I'm just trapped in this old man's 
body. My third goal is to get all the logs turned 
into lumber that I couldn't do last year. Of 
course that opens up 20 more projects etc., 
etc., etc. But hey, that's what keeps me young. 

I'm also looking forward to 2026 
because so many of you have books that are 
almost complete and other goals you want to 
achieve. I look at goals as a bar. The higher the 
bar, the loftier the goal. But, there's always a 
but, if you set the bar too low, it's too easily 
achieved and no effort is needed to accomplish 

it. If you set it so high that it's unachievable, it 
goes the way of the resolution. However, 
setting the bar just high enough that it takes 
effort to get over it, gives you opportunity to 
build a ladder of experience one rung at a time 
to achieve your goal. 

So 2026. Let's make it a year of 
accomplishments, ladder building and success. 

See you on the other side. (of the bar) 
The Prez. 

 

Nathan/Carl 
 

FROM THE VP 
Happy New Year, everyone! 

 

A new year (2026) is upon us. For 
some, it’s a time for reflection and for new 
beginnings—a do-over of sorts. Resolutions, or 
setting goals, as some like to call them, 
abound. If you set some goals in 2025 that are 
still not fulfilled, perhaps it’s time to reassess 
them. Another option is to break it down into 
smaller goals. As a wise person once 
explained, “How do you eat an elephant? One 
bite at a time.” 

For our January 9th meeting, I have had 
several requests to repeat a tutorial I did 
several years ago: How to set up your book 
for printing in Microsoft Word. I hope it will be 
helpful to many of you. Word is not as flexible 
as Adobe Illustrator, but it won’t cost you extra 

money and a steep learning curve. Also, 
OpenOffice is another resource, a free 
download that can substitute for Microsoft 
Word in most cases. Hopefully, it will work for 
you. I will provide Dave with a handout of my 
presentation for him to send out to everyone 
after the meeting. 

For our first 
Wednesday evening 
meeting, I would like you to 
think about which topics you 
would like covered in this 
more focused, detailed 
meeting. There will be time 
for questions and feedback, 
and I hope there will be 
participation from those who 

attend. We planned this extra meeting a couple 
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of years ago to attract those who, because of 
their jobs, were unable to attend the Friday 
meeting. For a little while, we got new people 
and a good response, but it faded over time, 
partly due to organizational challenges and 
partly due to insufficient publicity. We will give 
it another try this year, with the meetings taking 
place on the third Wednesday of each month 
beginning at 6:00 pm here at Sans Souci. 

There are also a couple of things in 
our agreement with Sans Souci that need to 
be mentioned. First of all, the speed limit 
within the park is a strict 10 mph. Please 
respect this, as there is a lot of pedestrian 
traffic here, and mostly people who can’t 
easily get out of the way. Second, no 
animals are allowed in the Clubhouse. No 
exceptions. We have a wonderful facility in 
which to meet, we have reserved our dates 
and times for the entire year, and I would 
hate to lose the privilege over two simple 
rules. Thank you for understanding.  

I got some wonderful footage of our 
members reading their selections at our 
December meeting. It is taking me more time 
to edit, but I will send Dave the link to access it 
once it is finished and uploaded. Thank you to 
everyone who participated, brought cookies, 
and listened.  

I hope to see many of you at the 
January 9th meeting in the clubhouse at Sans 
Souci West mobile home park, 3231 West 
Boone Avenue in Spokane, Washington. The 
meeting begins at 2:00 pm, and the room is 
open at 1:30 for setup and pre-meeting visiting. 
The second meeting of each month will resume 
in January on the third Wednesday of the 
month on the 21st here at Sans Souci. The 
meeting begins at 6;00 pm, with the room 
available for us at 5:30. During the winter, they 
lock the front gate at 6:00, so be early if you 
can. If you get here and the gate is locked, feel 
free to call me at (509) 499-2012 and we will 
get someone up there to let you in. In the 
meantime, I hope you had a wonderful holiday 
season with friends and family and are now 
ready to tackle 2026 together 

Sue Eller 
 

FROM YOUR EDITOR, WEB-MASTER, 

TREASURER 
 

Happy New Year, everyone!  I hope all 
had a Great Holiday Season. 

As usual, our December meeting was 
given over to an Open Mic session in which 
members and guests shared examples of their 
work with us.  It’s always enjoyable to hear a 
little of what our fellow authors have written. 

For future open mic sessions, I would 
suggest that if you are going 
to read something, that you 
time your presentation 
beforehand and see just how 
long it takes.  While we ask 
that presentations be five 
minutes or less,  I don’t think 
anyone would complain if 
something stretched to five 
and a half or six minutes, but 
if it stretches to much more 
than that, you might want to 

shorten it a little.   
Now is the time to pay dues for 2026.  

You can bring cash or check to a meeting, or if 
I remember my Square card reader, you can 
use a credit or debit card.  As we move into 
January, you can also send dues payments to: 

Spokane Authors 
2504 W. Walton Ave. 

Spokane, WA 99205-1569 

 
OUR DECEMBER 2025 MEETING 

Compiled by Dave McChesney 
 

 Spokane Authors met on Friday, 
December 12th at the Sans Souci West Club 
House.  Members present included Gail 
Bergan, Caryl Briscoe-Michas, Joel Craig, 
Larry Danek, Mary DeBord, Sheri Decker, Gary 
Edwards, Sue Eller, Mark Lee Golden, Denise 
Guy, D. J. Guy, Tina Hammond, Esther 
Hildahl, Bob Hildahl, Joan Kopczynski, Steve 
Lalonde, Amy Logan, Bob Manion, Dave 
McChesney, Jon H. Miller, Carl Northrup, 
Elena Smith, and Terry Stratton.  No visitors or 
guests attended.  

At the start of the meeting, Carl elicited 
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a few groans from the group by sharing some 
“dad jokes” that had been passed along to him 
by Sue.  He also noted that this would be our 
last meeting of 2025, with our second meeting 
of the month resuming on Wednesday, 
January 21, at 5:30 pm, at the Sans Souci 
West Club House.  

Mark Lee Golden announced that he 
was doing a major edit to The Ring of Torrents: 
A Jewish Mary, so it would have more appeal 
to a wider audience.  Terry Stratton is working 
on writing projects originally begun in his 
childhood.  Gary Edwards also has ongoing 
projects.  Carl Northrup’s immediate plan is to 
finish Yank and then work concentrate on the 
biography he is working on. 

Most of the meeting was given over to 
our annual December Open Mic Session.  
Those reading an excerpt of their work 
included: 
Larry Danek…his annual Christmas letter, 
Joel Craig… the opening scene of a work in 
progress, 
Joan Kopczynski…an essay about writing a 
complaint letter to a utility company. 
Carl Northrupl/Nathaniel Bennett… a story 
based on “A Dark and Stormy Night,” as a 
writing prompt. 
Mark Lee Golden…winter at the lake, 
Caryl Briscoe-Michas… 
Sue Eller… the first chapter of the new Emily 
Trace Mystery, 
Amy Logan… Butter, Yeast, and Milk, 
Dave McChesney…excerpt based on page 78 
of Darnahsian Pirates, 
Steve Lalonde… 
Jon Miller… contrasted huckleberries and 
sugarplums, 
Elena Smith… her transition from one country 
to another, and the encouragement to write 
about it, 
Tina Hammond… from her Team Red books, 
Terry Stratton… a very short humorous poem 
by fellow Spokane Author Lily Reierson. 

Because we went later into the day than 
usual, Carl drew one or two numbers for door 
prizes between each of our presentations.  
When all who wished to read were done, and 
all door prizes were claimed, we called it a day 
and quickly rearranged the room for the next 
event. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Spokane Authors 
Friday January 9, 2026, 2:00 pm  
Sans Souci West Clubhouse 
Sue Eller: Formatting for publication with Word   

 
Spokane Authors 

Wednesday January 21, 2026, 6:00 pm.  
Sans Souci West Clubhouse 
Formulate topics of discussion for 
second/alternate meeting 
 

Inland Northwest Writers Guild 
Saturday October 11, 2:00 pm 
Coffee with Linda 
The Meeting House, 11th and Pittsburg 
Contact lindathewriter@gmail.com to RSVP or 
for information about other INWG events 
 
Sandpoint Writers on the Lake 
 Meet twice each month, both in person 
and via ZOOM for critiques. Information at 
bonniemcdade@gmail.com  
 

SASP BOOKS ON AMAZON/KINDLE 
  
 Many members’ books are on Amazon 
and/or Kindle™ (We print short parts of the list 
on a rotating basis.  The complete list, 
RECENTLY UPDATED, is available on the 
website, under “NEWS.”  ) 
   To speed your search, add the provided 
ten digit numerical or alpha-numerical code 
(ASIN) to: www(dot)amzn(dot)com/dp/   
 
Johanna Price 
Raising Buckshot: A Family’s Experience with 
Autism                              B00RKH993A   1483420205 

 

Joan M. Kop 
The Freedom Chaser    B07PNYVCSF  0578217740 

Spies, Lies and Psychosis                                                                                        
                        B0D6HMC4XX   B0D6XF6118 

The Spy from Beijing  B0DYJ27ZNZ  B0DY5S9MTV 
 

Stephen D. Lalonde 
The Phoenix Gift                                 B07KGMSBDJ 

A Pallette of Verse                                 B01NCJ8IP7 

 
Nathaniel Bennett 
The Ant Doctor                                      B09QP55ZSX 

mailto:lindathewriter@gmail.com
mailto:bonniemcdade@gmail.com
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A Penny for Your Thoughts             
                                   B0D7NKMYQ6 B0D5363WX3 
The Princess Who Had No Name  B0DB5ML9LS 

Boxers or Briefs: A Book of Shorts 
                                          B0DG5C13RN B0DGNV19FF 

Caroline’s Secret           B0FTKFG5VV B0FSYF8L7J 
 

Julie Bergman 
Sahar’s Creation              0578323656 B09N9D4Z2X 

Fatal Creation              B0B6LJ2NML B0B663Q9X4 
The Fatal Family Affair 
                                 B0BTGFLC4M B0BRMPC1MV 

 
FEATURED BOOK REVIEWS (New) 

 

 
By Gail R. Bergan 

 
Reviewed by Elena S. Smith 

 
Art and Artifice is a powerful exploration 

of love, illusion, and the slow, courageous 
journey toward self-restoration.  In this 
compelling memoir, Gail lays bare the 
emotional devastation of a woman ensnared in 
a marriage built on well concealed 
manipulation and deceit.  Her story will 
resonate deeply with women who have 
struggled to reclaim their self-respect after 
enduring psychological and emotional abuse. 

Through vivid, unflinching honesty, the 
memoir traces the protagonist’s desperate 
hope for happiness—her refusal to see the 
mounting red flags, her faith in a love that was 
never real but rather a calculated act of “love 
bombing,” designed to control and confuse.  
What emerges is both a confession and a 
warning: a reminder to women everywhere that 
vulnerability is not weakness, but trust must be 
earned—and self-worth must never depend on 
a man’s approval. 

The story is relatable as many women’s 

hearts are eager to forgive and are open to 
another chance.  Will it work in this story?  
You’ll have to read it to find out. 

 

 
By Katherine Applegate 

 
Reviewed by Esther J. Hildahl 

 
 The One and Only Ivan is a wonderful 
story. It won the Newberry Medal in 2013 and 
will soon be a movie. It’s a work of fiction, but 
was inspired by the true story of a gorilla who 
lived for 27 years at the B&I Shopping Center 
in Tacoma, Washington. During that time, he 
never saw another of his own kind. Finally, he 
was moved to the Zoo Atlanta in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where he lived for 23 more years until 
his death in 2012 at age 50. He liked to paint 
and was known for his paintings. In 2016, a 
600 lb. statue of him was placed outside Point 
Defiance Zoo in Tacoma, Washington. An 
interesting point of information for me was that 
my husband saw him when he lived in Tacoma 
in the 60s. 
 The author tells the story of her main 
character in his own voice. It begins with him 
saying, “Hello, I am Ivan. I am a gorilla. It’s not 
as easy as it looks.” Thus, he tells his story of 
how he has lived in a shopping mall in a glass 
enclosed cage for 27 years. He tells how he 
spends his time looking back at mall customers 
as they curiously watch him through the thick 
glass, how he likes to draw and paint, and 
watch TV. He makes friends with a small, stray 
dog named Bob, Stella an elephant, Ruby a 
baby elephant, and Julia, the janitor’s 
daughter, who comes many nights to sit 
outside his cage to do her homework and draw 
pictures. After Stella dies, he becomes 
obsessed with a plan to have him and Ruby 
moved to a zoo. 
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 This story is very well written and is a 
page turner. Ms. Applegate has created 
wonderful characters that make you care about 
them, while at the same time taking the reader 
into the cruel world of exploiting animals 
without any thought to their well-being. I 
recommend this book for children or adults 
who like to read about animals. It would also 
be an excellent read-aloud book to children at 
home or in the classroom. 

(Available on Amazon or Kindle at: 
www.amzn.com/dp/0061992275  or  
www.amzn.com/dp/B005DIB5GG )  
 

Out of Hitler’s Shadow 

By Roderick Stackelberg 

Reviewed by D. Andrew McChesney 

 This book is subtitled:  Childhood and 
Youth in Germany and the United States, 1935 
– 1967.  It is the first volume of Stackelberg’s 
autobiography and covers the earlier portions 
of his life. 
 Those first years are unique.  One of 
four children born to an American mother and 
German father, the book first details his 
parents’ family histories and briefly describes 
how they met.  As the Second World War 
begins, his mother elects to keep the family in 
Germany with her husband.  Celebrating his 
tenth birthday on VE Day, young Stackelberg, 
his siblings, and his mother eventually return to 
the United States.  His father, now separated 
from his mother, remains in Germany. 
 Based largely on journals the writer kept 
from an early age, the major portion of this 
book deals with life after having permanently 
returned to America.  He describes life as a 
high school and college student in the 1950s.  
There is also a stint as a US Army draftee, in 
which Stackelberg is assigned to forces based 
in Germany.  As the book nears the end, one 
finds the author searching for a meaningful 
career and becoming more and more curious 
about past events that have shaped his life. 
 The writer is a very well-educated 
individual, and the quality of writing reflects 
this.  It is very much in the academic style and 
at times proves to be dry and unexciting.  Still, 

it is filled with facts, reflections, and 
admissions.  It tells a very unique and personal 
story.  If for any other reason, Stackelberg 
should be commended for baring his soul and 
making public his imperfections. 
 A professor emeritus of history at 
Spokane, Washington’s Gonzaga University, 
Stackelberg has written several books on 
Germany and the history of National Socialism.  
This first part of his autobiography was self-
published through iUniverse.   The book has an 
ISBN of 978-1-4502-6033-6 and retails for 
$16.95 
 

 
By K.M. Carter 

 
Reviewed by Esther J. Hildahl 

 
 Out of the Sand tells the story of 
Professor Ivan who faces a devastating loss 
when his wife dies, leaving him to care for their 
infant son. When he has to go on a long trip 
into Indian territory for the government, he 
leaves his son with his late wife’s parents. 
Thus, Ivan begins his journey, not knowing his 
life will be changed forever when he meets and 
falls in love with Running Water, a beautiful 
young Indian Woman. After they are married, 
they travel back to Ivan’s home to begin their 
new life. Everything is different now for 
Running Water as she learns to navigate the 
white man’s world.  
 Ms. Carter has written a good story. If 
you like romance books, this book is for you.  

http://www.amzn.com/dp/0061992275
http://www.amzn.com/dp/B005DIB5GG
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By Stephen Lalonde 

 
Reviewed by Esther J. Hildahl 

 

 I like to read poetry so when I saw A 
Palette of Verse on the author’s website, I 
ordered it.  It has a colorful cover and is divided 
into ten parts of poetry: Life, Death, People, 
Love, Pain, Nature, Ocean Shores, Poetry, 
Teaching, and Classical Mythology.  There are 
numerous poems in this book that are my 
favorites.  One is “Advertising” which shows us 
that we are products from the day we are born 
until the day we die.  Another is “Toe Tappin’ 
Tune” about music and how it can make us 
happy.  And “Dinosaurs” points out that even 
though long dead, they eventually become the 
air we breathe.  “Sometimes I Cry” lets us 
know that as a male, it’s okay to cry.  “Time 
Was” is about a grandpa recalling a happy 
memory long ago.  And “Helen” tells us the real 
reason men go to war. 
          These poems are creative and well-
written.  I enjoyed reading them and I will add 
this book to my small collection of poetry 
books. I recommend this book for any reader, 
and especially for those who like to read 
poetry.  

 

 
By Larry Danek 

 
Reviewed by D. Andrew McChesney 

 
 While this is the fifth book in Larry 
Danek’s series about the Nomadic Ghost, it is 
also a tale of the beginning.  In this slim 
volume of sixty-nine pages, we journey back to 
the American West and join a wagon train 
heading to Oregon.  Thirteen-year-old John 
Vanderwick travels alone and appears likely to 
not survive the journey.  With help from the 
Nomadic Ghost he continues on, aids others in 
the wagon train.  Meanwhile the Ghost begins 
to understand his role in the afterlife and 
accomplishes a mission he has been chosen 
for. 
 The story is meticulously told as if by the 
ghost himself and is a quick yet compelling 
read.  It is available on Amazon. 
 

Reviewed by Esther J. Hildahl 
 

 Pioneer Ghost begins when The 
Nomadic Ghost enters the body of John 
Vanderwick, a small, sickly thirteen-year-old 
boy, who has died after being left behind by a 
wagon train heading for Oregon. The ghost is 
not sure what his mission is and finds the body 
very weak and needing rest. However, they 
eventually catch up to the wagon train that had 
abandoned John. After eating and getting 
some rest, they decide to leave the train 
because the body is still too weak. Before 
leaving, the ghost/John is able to get a gun 
from one of the trail hands named Tom Brown. 
John already had a knife and a small bag with 
a flint in it. 
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 As they rested and waited for a later 
wagon train, they killed six Indians and rescued 
an Indian woman named Ina and a little blond-
haired girl around five years old named Patty. 
When more Indians attacked, Ina proved to be 
a very good shot. Afterwards, they ended up 
with twelve horses that had belonged to the 
dead Indians. Then they helped the wagon 
train they left, defend itself against an Indian 
attack, joining it, after a deal is made 
concerning the horses. Many things happen as 
the story progresses. When they reach Fort 
Henry, The Nomadic Ghost discovers the real 
reason for this adventure. 
 Once again, Larry Danek has written an 
exciting story with believable characters. It’s 
well written and the story moves right along. I 
recommend this book to one and all, especially 
those that like ghost stories and/or pioneer 
stories.  
 

Reviewed by Beth Camp 
 

 Larry Danek. Pioneer Ghost. Who 
doesn’t love a ghost story, especially as we 
head closer to Halloween? How about a ghost 
story set in the Old West? Pioneer 
Ghost begins as a young boy is abandoned by 
a wagon train boss who figured he was too sick 
to make it to Oregon Country, even after he 
paid his way. If you’ve read any of Danek’s 
other stories of the Nomadic Ghost, you know 
what follows: An intriguing tale that’s hard to 
put down, well developed, believable, and 
endearing characters matched to a plot with 
surprising twists; and settings that bring those 
west-bound settlers in the path of attacking 
Native Americans, without relying on 
stereotypes. Engrossed, I enjoyed 
reading Pioneer Ghost, appreciating anew our 
history as well as this well-written tale. 

 
Reviewed by Kevin Hostbjor 

 
A wonderful ghost story set in the Old 

West. The Pioneer Ghost takes us on an 
incredible journey through the old west, where 
wagon trains and their accompanying 
passengers struggle to reach the Oregon 
territories. Along the way, one boy’s tale is 
interrupted by a ghost on a mission. I stumbled 

across this book at a craft fair and never 
regretted choosing it. The novel is short, but 
the story is fully fleshed out and engrossing. 
Enjoyable read. Recommended. 

 
By Esther J. Hildahl 

 
Reviewed by Rhonda Cordes (a fan) 

 
 I’ve finished reading Poopie the Fly and 
Friends.  What a clever and creative book!  My 
favorite thing about it is the way the author 
weaves education and life lessons throughout 
the story and still keeps it entertaining.  I 
enjoyed reading it very much. 
 

Reviewed by Linda Sonntag-Noble 
 
           I initially bought this book for my 
granddaughters: ages 4, 6 & 9, but I wanted to 
read it first.  Before I knew it, I was laughing at 
the wonderful characters this author created 
from no less than flies, a spider & even a 
praying mantis! 
          It is a wonderful story of how Poopy, the 
bluebottle fly, survives various near-death 
experiences, including - but not limited to - 
being eaten alive to getting trapped in a dark, 
spooky spider-filled forest to standing up to a 
bully as he discovers his inherent worth.  He 
survives because he listens raptly to his 
teacher to “be aware of your surroundings” 
always and to trust your instincts. 
          Not only does this story keep you on 
edge, wondering if Poopy will make it, it 
teaches many scientific facts about ants, 
butterflies, spiders and, of course, flies.  It 
teaches children (and adults) that flies (and 
other insects) are not ALL bad, but sometimes 
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do honorable things like help a friend, inspire 
others, and even pollenate flowers!  I even 
believe that children will love the main 
character so much because of their love of the 
word “poop” and bathroom jokes, because the 
author never shrinks from telling it like it is, ie., 
flies like poop! 
 

 
By Anna Goodwin MS & 
Ronald Goodwin PHD 

Illustrated by Josephie Dean Jackson 
 

Reviewed by Esther J. Hildahl 
 

This is the story of Reddy McGee, a 
small red worm who felt worthless since all he 
did was eat and tunnel holes through the dirt.  
When a large bee told him he was ugly, slimy, 
and slim with no limbs or hair, and good for 
nothing, he really felt bad.  He talked to his 
papa, but it did no good.  Then his family was 
digging and wriggling through the night when 
suddenly Reddy burst through the earth with a 
green pea.  His family was so happy for here 
was something to eat.  While his family slept 
deep in the earth, Reddy sneaked out and 
crawled to the surface.  It was morning and 
bright.  He ran into birds who wanted to eat 
him, a child who wanted to squash him flat, a 
friendly woman who handled him gently and 
set him free.  At last he meets a millipede who 
is also a fortune teller.  From her he learns why 
he and other insects that live underground are 
so important to our planet earth. 

This story is written in rhyme, which I 
like, and the illustrations are well-drawn, 
colorful, and adorable.  It’s educational and for 
kids 4-8.  The end of the book tells you facts 
about red worms and why they are important.  
Plus, it tells you how to grow red worms.  I 

recommend this book for children and parents.  

It’s a good read-aloud book. 
 

 
By Peter M. Quint 

 
Reviewed by Esther J. Hildahl 

 
Resilient Silence is a well-written book 

about the world of the Deaf, written by the 
author who is also Deaf.  It’s about two 
brothers, Julius and his older brother Jeremy, 
fifteen years older.  When Julius was one, their 
father dies.  And at the age of three, Julius 
loses his hearing due to meningitis.  Jeremy 
can’t deal with the loss of his father and now 
his brother’s Deafness and leaves, joining the 
military.  He does nothing to try to 
communicate with his brother who has learned 
sign language and to read lips.  Years later, 
there is a chemical explosion that leaves 
Jeremy Deaf. He can’t accept his new life and 
becomes very angry and depressed.  Finally, 
after many years away, Jeremy returns home 
to his mother and brother.  One thing both he 
and his brother have in common is running, but 
will that be enough to reunite them? 
    I liked this book and it was never boring.  
One thing I learned was that if you are 
communicating with a Deaf person who reads 
lips, don’t turn away from them so they can’t 
tell what you are saying.  Also, try to learn sign 
language. I recommend this book for one and 
all.  It’s a good read.  
 
 

 
 


